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SOCIETY AFFAIRS 

MINNESOTA SECTION 

The Section held a meeting at Rochester, Minn., on December 
5 and 6. The program was as follows : 

"The City of Rochester and its Water Supply," M. G. Holmes. 

"Water, Water Everywhere," Dr. W. F. Bleifuss. 

"Some Changes in the Policy of the American Water Works 
Association," F. W. Cappelen. 

"The Necessity of Laboratory Control in Water Purification," 
L. I. Birdsall. 

"Defects in the Construction of Underground Water Supplies," 
J. A. Childs. 

"Water Supplies and their Relation to Goiter," Dr. H. S. Plummer. 

"Water Works Accounting," Wm. R. Young. 

"Water Rates," H. F. Blomquist. 

"Complaints from Water Users," D. A. Reed. 

The Hill Cup, awarded annually to the Section showing the 
largest percentage of gain in membership, was won three times 
consecutively by the Minnesota Section, and thus became its 
property permanently. The last award was during the troubles of 
war times, when the Association suffered a net loss in membership, 
and the Minnesota Section gained a single member. The Section 
has accordingly decided not to accept the cup permanently and has 
asked that the award of last year be eliminated from consideration 
on account of the abnormal conditions. Hence the Cup will be 
awarded again this year, and the Sections have another opportunity 
to compete for it through increasing their membership. 

NEW YORK SECTION 

A meeting was held at the Park Avenue Hotel, New York, on 
December 17. The general subject for discussion was subaqueous 
pipe lines, which was introduced by a paper by Francis H. Sherrerd 
on a 30-inch line to supply Bayonne, N. J., now under construction. 
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The method of laying a 36-inch line across the Narrows to supply 
Staten Island was described by Col. John P. Hogan, and other work 
of the same nature was explained by George E. Rodman and Patrick 
F. Quilty. 

Among the questions submitted for discussion was the following : 
If manufacturers will, as has been suggested, so improve the iron 
going into pipe and specials that it will have, say, 50 per cent greater 
strength with as much elasticity as compared with present irons 
being used, can pipe users afford to eliminate all but two classes 
of pipe and fittings, one class for pressures now in use for the so-called 
standard systems, and the other class for use for high pressure fire 
service systems? 

ILLINOIS SECTION 

The Section held a meeting at the Chicago Engineers Club on 
December 10, 1919. A social gathering held from 4 to 6 p.m. was 
followed by a dinner at the Club rooms. After dinner Edward 
Bartow, formerly Lieutenant Colonel, gave an illustrated paper on 
"Water Supply Services of the American Expeditionary Forces," and 
L. A. Fritze, formerly Captain, gave an illustrated paper on "The 
Water Supply Problems in a Combat Division." In the absence 
of W. E. Lautz, Chairman of the Section, F. C. Amsbary, Vice 
Chairman, presided. Forty persons attended the meeting. 

It was the purpose of Mr. Fritze in preparing his paper that effort 
should be made to have legislation enacted to provide in the perma- 
nent organization of the army a corps of experts with experience in 
the construction and operation of waterworks. Mr. Amsbary ap- 
pointed the following to prepare a resolution: Dabney H. Maury, 
W. W. DeBerard and G. C. Habermeyer. 

The following resolution was prepared and adopted : 

Whereas, During the recent war with Germany the efforts of specialists 
in water supply work resulted in furnishing to our troops in this country and 
abroad water supplies which in quantity and quality were better than those 
ever before provided under similar conditions; and 

Whereas, It is essential that in case of any future similar emergency, our 
Army should be prepared to deal with the vitally important matter of water 
supply with the minimum of delay and in the most efficient manner possible : 

Resolved, That it is the unanimous opinion of the members of this Con- 
vention that the permanent organization of the Army should include a water 
supply service whose personnel should consist of officers and men of especial 
skill and experience in the design, construction and operation of water works, 
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and of sanitary engineers, bacteriologists and chemists, who have made a 
specialty of taking care of the quality of water supplies; 

Resolved Further, That in addition to a permanent skeleton organization, 
the water supply service should include a reserve corps from which there 
can be mobilized in the shortest possible time, men of such experience and 
attainments as would qualify them to be given responsible charge of providing 
adequate and safe water supplies for our troops, wherever stationed, from the 
training camps to the first line trenches; 

Resolved Further, That the Secretary be instructed to send a copy of 
these resolutions to the Senators and Representatives from the State of 
Illinois, to the Secretary of War, and to all members of the American Water 
Works Association residing in Illinois. 

ADDITIONS TO THE MEMBERSHIP 

Active Members 

William G. Bank, Assistant Engineer, Bureau of Water, Newark, 
N. J.; Oak Ridge, N. J. 

Lawrence Cox, Consulting Engineer, Webster City, Iowa. 

Edwin Wesley Hess, Consulting Engineer, Clearfield, Pa. 

Albert G. Roech, Assistant Hydraulic Engineer, Montclair Water 
Company, Paterson, N. J. 

Harry N. Roberts, Jr., Civil and Sanitary Engineer, Longview, 
Texas. 

Frederick G. Scherer, Assistant Engineer, Bureau of Water, 
Newark, N. J. 

Burr M. Stark, Civil Engineer, Amsterdam, N. Y. 

Ronald W. Starr, Orillia, Ont. 

Corporate Member 
Water Department, Borough of Haledon, N. J. 

Associate Members 

Cutler-Hammer Manufacturing Company, New York, N. Y. 
Keystone Iron & Steel Works, Los Angeles, Calif. 
The Refinite Company, Omaha, Neb. 



